
 
 
 
The Debt-Free Diploma 
The Definitive Guide to Finding, Winning and Keeping 
Scholarships 
 
 
Diana Childers had written an exceptionally useful book that laid out, step 
by step, how to land academic scholarships and avoid the crushing student 
debt so many students end up with. 
 
I came up with the title/subtitle (profiled in the Title/Subtitle section), 
replacing her flat, boring working title, Getting Scholarships.  
 
When it came to her back-cover copy, she also had a working version, 
though it was little more than an extended testimonial.  
 
With how-to books like hers, the back cover needs to “build the case” for 
buying the book, and do it in a logical sequence. My job was to clearly state 
the challenge, introduce a solution, and then provide detail on what readers 
will learn.  
 
On the next pages are her “Before” version followed by my “After.”  
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Diana Childers is clearly the commander-in-chief ’ of scholarships
armed with a flowing and festive read.  She provides a most easygoing

and common sense approach for applications and beyond, delivering
THE most user-friendly ‘numero uno’ of scholarships . . . . ever ! 

Dr. Billie Sessions, Professor Emeritus
at California State University, San Bernardino
is routinely published and is a recipient of

Fulbright, NEA, NEH, and J. Paul Getty grants.
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G R A D U A T I N G  W I T H  A  C L E A N  “ F I N A N C I A L  S L A T E ”  I S  C L O S E R  T H A N  Y O U  T H I N K !

Diana Childers graduated from California State University 
San Bernardino. She funded two undergraduate degrees 
with nearly 30 scholarships. 
Her goal for this book is to 
bring together those who 
want an education, with those 
who want to give the gift of 
education. Childers is a thriving 
entrepreneur and author.

Scholarships/Education
Imagine graduating from college with a degree,

a great job, and no debt… Fantasy? Hardly…
“Student debt”—in often massive amounts—is a hot topic today. And an 
enormous financial and psychological burden to any new graduate starting 
out in the world and facing five- or six-figure obligations. But, it doesn’t have 
to be that way. 

Enter The Debt-Free Diploma, your roadmap to getting the diploma you want 
and the career of your dreams—minus the stress of debt. Parents, help for your 
student is finally here! Though, keep in mind, The Debt-Free Diploma can help 
students of all ages and degree levels. 

The key? Scholarships.
Scholarships are the most important financial tool available to students today. 
Let the author walk you through her proven process for winning scholarships. 

In TDFD, you’ll learn how to:
•  Know exactly where to look the scholarships best suited to you
•  Use the Three Key Strategies that’ll make donors want to give you money.
•  Get recommendation letters that go beyond good—to phenomenal! 
•  Write scholarship-winning essays
•  Provide donors with a polished Scholarship Résumé

Unlike other books on the subject, The Debt-Free Diploma provides detailed 
examples for every step in the process, including:

•  Sample Scholarship Résumés

•  Sample Scholarship Essays

•  10 Noteworthy Scholarships Available Now

•  Sample Educational Goals Statement

•  Sample Donor Thank You Letters
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