
 
 
 
 
Most Unlikely to Succeed: 
The Trials, Travels, and Ultimate Triumphs  
of a “Throwaway” Kid 
 
After working on the subtitle for Nelson Lauver’s autobiographical memoir 
above, he asked me to craft the back-cover copy as well.  
 
To draw in a reader, I decided to start with some common feelings that 
people with a background similar to Nelson’s would resonate with (or 
someone who knew someone – family member, friend, colleague, etc. – 
who felt that way). Once I’d gotten their attention, I let them know this was 
a story for them, too.  
 
Then, I included a mini-story of Nelson’s life designed, again, to find 
common ground with a reader. Following that, I got into the nitty-gritty of 
the book, using bullets to discuss the benefits the reader would get from 
the book. We finished up with a few statistics on the cultural pervasiveness 
of the issues being discussed, subtly conveying to the reader that they’re 
not alone and not “weird.” Here’s what I came up with…  
 



 

 
 
 
 
I also did the subtitle for this title, so check out that sample at the 
“Titles/Subtitles” link accessible from the home page. 


